TO:             Governor Rod Blagojevich


        Mr. Joel Brunsvold, Director IDNR

FROM:        Lessees and Patrons of North Point Marina

DATE:        November 3, 2005

SUBJECT:  PETITION FOR MARINA BUDGET REVIEW

We, the undersigned lessees and patrons of North Point Marina, Winthrop Harbor, Illinois hereby present this petition to the Executive Office and the IDNR to request a review of the marina’s current budget allocation, and the state’s usage of slipholders fees and other marina revenue.

We wish to bring your attention to the following facts:

· The marina and Illinois Beach State Park occupy eight of Illinois’ sixty-three miles of Lake Michigan shoreline. North Point is the largest inland marina in the U.S. and as such, requires a significant operating budget for proper maintenance, improvements, upgrades and staffing.

· The marina’s infrastructure is reaching the end of its expected life and is in need of expensive repairs and replacements. With the current and progressively shrinking funding, the marina’s ability to deal with this is a major concern, despite management’s heroic efforts to stretch these funds.  This is not only unacceptable to the slipholders, but decreases the ability for North Point to be competitive with other area marinas.

Please be reminded of the financial impact of this facility to area communities and to the state:

· Millions of dollars are spent each year by marina patrons in area communities at retailers, restaurants and marine service centers.  These purchases also produce significant state sales tax revenue.

· State sales tax revenue from Skipper Buds of Illinois, which operates four large dealerships in Illinois and is headquartered at North Point; State fuel tax from marina fuel docks (average boat fuel capacity of 150 gals. x 1500 slips) and State fishing license, boat and trailer registration, trailering permit fees.

· Employment at marina, Tropics restaurant, Skipper Buds.  Also the livelihood for charter fishing boats (reportedly the largest fleet of any marina in the U.S.).

The signers of this petition hereby propose that:

1) Current funding for the marina is inadequate for proper safety and maintenance (ie:   replacement of all dock and boardwalk surfaces, utility repairs, improved landscaping, etc.).

2) The revenue collected from the marina is to be used solely for marina maintenance, improvements and safety purposes. Confiscation or “sweeping” of any of this revenue for non-marina purposes constitutes an unacceptable and gross miss-use of marina income. Previously “swept” funds (approx. $178,000 – see attached Illinois State Rep. Letter) will be returned to the marina beach fund.

3) Modification of marina debt reduction obligations is mandatory to increase operations funding.

4) Allocations be given for needed maintenance and security personnel, to return staffing to former levels.

5) North Point management to be retained, as they have done an exemplary job to date. Also, the operation of the facility should be retained by the IDNR as we do not wish to be managed by any profit-focused corporate marina management firms.

Please review and consider the concerns contained herein.  Responses to be made to the Slipholders Advisory Committee, 2328 Stonegate Rd., Algonquin, IL 60102 (847-373-1841) cjs001@covad.net
                                                           Signed,  (1,052 signatures attached)                                                                             

